W ith a c le a rly d is c e r n ib le fo c u s, ICONMAL (International Conference on New Missions of Academic Libraries) brief name by which the conference became known, included 142 papers, of which 109 are in English, and 33 are in Chinese (with English abstracts). Each converged on the conference title and theme, "New Missions of Academic Libraries in the 21st Century" and are available at http://w w w .lib.pku.edu.cn/98conf/. The conference was held from October 25-28,1998, and the venue was the newly completed library building at Beida-the affectionate, shortened name of Peking University, Bei(jing), Da(xue).
The format of the conference divided the papers into six different theme sessions, each of w hich spoke to som e concern about the role of the academ ic library o f the future. T here w ere tw o keynote presentations at each theme session, followed by discussions coordinated by a moderator.
Connecting CALIS
O ne of the keynote presentations was made by Zhu Qiang, professor and deputy direc tor of the Peking University Library. Q iang sp o k e ab o ut CALIS, the Chinese Academic Library and Inform ation System. His d e scription of CALIS was most impressive and he spoke in som e detail about the efforts to establish connectivity am ong Chinese insti tutions of higher education. , the He spoke about the current priorities of those involved in im plem enting CALIS, the various facilities that are needed, and the ef fectiveness ex p ected of CALIS by profes sional librarians in China.
Managing electronic information
Another of the keynote presenters, Carole Moore, chief librarian at the University of Toronto, spoke of the management of elec tronic information, making the point that, "The potential of new technologies to expand access to knowledge beyond our borders brings enor mous new opportunities for libraries to give ser vice at levels previously unimagined." She identified various questions that must be addressed and answered in order to provide such service, and stressed the importance of standards in creating a new paradigm of library service.
The challenges of distance learning
Rebecca Martin, dean of Libraries at the Uni versity of Vermont, spoke about the increas ingly popular and challenging topic of library services to distance learning and the changing environment of higher education. 
